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(54) Title: OVERHEAD GARAGE DOOR WITH DECORATIVE HOUSE FACADE ELEMENTS 

o 

00 

^ (57) Abstract: An overhead garage door having the appearance of a set of light-transmitting doors, such as French doors. The 
^ garage includes arrays of light-transmitting panels on the door arranged to simulate light- transmitting doors, moldings, doorknobs, 
W and hardware for connecting the garage door to a garage. The door may be formed from a plurality of sections arranged in a stack 
and pivotally connected to adjacent sections. The garage door may be fonned from a kit having a plurality of door sections with 
Q light-transmitting panels mounted thereon and hinges for connecting the sections. The garage door may also be fonned from a retrofit 
^ kit for modifying an existing garage door to have the appearance of a set of light-transmitting doors. The light-transmitting panels 
^ permit visible light to enter a garage and may be translusccnt. The panels may be made of polycarbonate aciylic. 
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OVERHEAD GARAGE DOOR WITH DECORATIVE HOUSE FACADE 
ELEMENTS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[01] This invention relates generally to a gai'age door that presents a decorative fajade 
incoiporating elements complementary with the style of a house. More particularly, 
the present invention relates to an overhead garage door whose appearance simulates 
an attractive aiTangemenf of light-transmitting doors. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

102] Garage doors are generally known in the art as structures that form a movable barrier 
in an entiyway to a garage. Most garage doors are fonned from a vertical stack of 
horizontally folding sections interconnected by hinges and supported by a guide track, 
or from an integral flat slab door that swmgs upward. Typical garage doors, as well 
as garages in general, ai^ often less attractive than the rest of the building to which 
they are attached or associated. They tend not to blend in well with the style of the 
home or other building. 

[03] For residential properties having a stylized fa9ade, a typical garage door presents a 
plain, monolithic blank space diat detracts from the overall appearance of the home. 
This is especially true for fiiont load garage doors, where the garage door dominates a 
large portion of the front view of the house. To improve their attractiveness, 
conventional garage doors often include raised panel structures on the outside of the 
doors or ornamental windows through the doors. Nevertheless, conventional garage 
doors are monolithic in appearance and immediately recognizable as such. They 
generally present a boring, predictable appearance that does not vary much between 
houses and which tends to detract heavily from the aesthetic value of the home. 

(04| For those conventional garage doors that have ornamental windows, the windows are 
typically a single row of small wmdows along the top of flie door that permit a trivial 
amount of light to enter into the garage. Such windows are inappropriate when the 
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garage is being used for more than a storage area. Residential garages are 
increasingly being used for piuposes other than simply storing vehicles. They are 
often being used as activity rooms where the ingress of natural light is desirable, such 
as hobby shops, game lOoms, playrooms and family rooms. The ingress of natural 
light is desii-able in these activity areas for many different reasons. For example, 
natural light is known to promote a more healthful environment by reducing the 
amount of mold and mildew in a room, and by transmitting antibacterial properties, 
thereby reducing allergic reactions and infections. Moreover, the use of natursd light 
versus artificial light saves utility costs and is generally more pleasing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[05] The present invention provides for a garage door that incorporates decorative 
elements of the fa?ade of the house. Thus, the garage as a whole, as well as the 
entryway into the garage, blends in with the style of the house as an attractive feature. 
In combination with fafade elements, the present invention addresses the need for 
more natural light inside the garage. 

[06] One example of such an overhead garage door is one that appears to be a set of 
French doors. A set of French doors typically includes two or more doors that each 
has an array of light-transmitting panels, or lights, that transmit visible light in at least 
one direction. The tenn "light" is used to refer to a transparent, semi-transparent or 
translucent panel in a solid door or window. Transparent panels are clear and transmit 
ahnost all visible light through the panel, whereas semi-transparent panels transmit 
only a portion of the light that is transmitted through the transparent panel. 
Translucent panels are somewhat transparent and diffuse light as it passes through the 
panel. 

[07] The decorative fa9ade elements of an oveiiead garage door according to the present 
invention include two or more arrays of light-ti-ansmitting panels arranged to give the 
appearance of a set of hght-transmitting doors, such as French doors. The fa9ade 
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elements may further include a door handle located proximate to each one of the 
arrays, moldings, and borders, such as grooves in the garage door, simulating the 
jambs of the light-transmitting doors. 

[081 The light-ti-ansmitting panels on the garage door permit light into the garage, thus 
allowing the benefits of natural light without having to open the overhead garage 
door. Such natural light is particularly beneficial when the garage is being used as a 
modified livmg space, such as for a workspace, play space, or pet space. The ingress 
of natural light in these activity areas is generally more pleasing than the use of 
artificial light, and is desirable for promoting a more healthful environment and for 
saving utility costs. Natural light may also be beneficial for using the garage as a 
garden space or greenhouse, or for other reasons. 

[09] The panels in one embodiment are translucent, thus providing the benefits of natural 
light without allowing persons outside of the garage to look into flie garage. They 
may also be reflective on the outside for denying persons a view into the garage. The 
panels may be made from polycarbonate acrylic sheets, which are lightweight and yet 
provide high impact resistance. In addition, the use of polycarbonate acrylic material 
allows the light transmissibility, color, privacy, tint and othex characteristics to be 
customized. 

[101 addition to properties of the light-transmitting panels, the size, shape, and 
arrangement of the panels can be customized to blend in with a wide variety of house 
styles. In one embodiment, the panels can be arranged into a grid pattwn of a fliree by 
five array of divided lights to simulate a set of French doors and to generally match 
divided light windows, which are common on many houses* In another embodiment, 
the panels can be arranged into a smaller door pattern having a two by five array. 
Also, the panels can have decorative curvilinear borders to blend with a variety of 
house styles, or can be a variety of shapes, such as rectangular, octagonal, or circular. 



wo 03/080977 PCT/US03/04058 



[11] The structure of the overhead garage door in one embodiment is a conventional 
sectioned garage door that roUs between a closed position and an open position along 
a pair of lateral guide rails. The stmcture can easily include unitary overhead garage 
doors that swing upwards or other types of garage doors. The overhead garage door 
in one embodiment includes a kit for making a garage door that simulates a set of 
light-transmitting doors. The kit generally includes a door with light-transmitting 
panels mounted thereon and hardware for assembling and moimting the garage door 
to a garage. The overhead garage door in a further embodiment includes a retrofit kit 
that modifies an existing gamge door to simulate a set of light-transmitting doors. 
The i-eti-ofit kit generally includes light-transmitting panels and doorknobs for 
mounting to an existing gamge door. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[121 FIG- 1 shows a portion of a house with an attached garage having an embodiment of 
an overhead garage door in accordance with the present invention; 

[13] FIG. 2 shows the house of FIG. 1 , but with a conventional overhead garage door, 

[14] FIG. 3 shows the garage door of FIG. 1, but with the overhead garage door shown in a 
partially opened condition; 

(151 FIG. 4 is an exterior elevational view of the garage door of FIG. 1, including guide 
rails for connecting the door to the garage; 

[161 FIG- 5 shows an interior perspective view of the garage door of FIG. 4; 

[171 FIG- 6 shows a close-up perspective view of an interior portion of the garage door af 
FIG. S, including a roller connected to a guide rail; 

[18] FIG. 7 shows a close-up perspective view of an exterior portion of the garage door of 
FIG. 4, including a vertical groove and door handles; 
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[191 FIG. 8 shows an exterior elevational view of another embodiment of an overhead 
garage door in accordance with the present invention; 

[201 FIG- 9 shows an exterior elevational view of a further embodiment of an overhead 
garage door in accordance with the present invention; 

(211 FIG- 10 shows an exterior elevational view of yet another embodiment of an overhead 
garage door in accordance with the present invention; 

[221 FIG. 1 1 shows an interior elevational view of the garage door of FIG. 10; 

[23] FIG. 12 shows a top view of the garage door of FIG. 10; 

[24] FIG. 13 shows a side view of the garage door of FIG. 10; 

[25] FIG. 14 shows an exterior elevational view of an additional embodiment of an 
overhead garage door in accordance with the present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[26] One embodiment of the present invention is the overhead garage door 10 depicted in 
Fig. 1 that includes decorative fa9ade elements 12 that simulate a set of four light- 
transmitting doors known commonly as French doors. A set of French dooi^s typically 
includes two dooi-s each having an array of divided lights. In the garage door 10, the 
lights are light-transmitting panels that transmit visible light 

[27] The garage door 10 is shown installed on a garage 14 of a conventional house 16. For 
illustration puiposes, the house includes divided hght windows 18. The fa9ade 
elements 12 give the garage door 10 an attractive appearance that blends well with the 
style of tlie house 16, particularly with the divided light windows 18 of the house. In 
conti'ast, Fig. 2 shows a conventional gai*age door installed on the same conventional 
house 16. Rather than blending in with the style of the house 16, the conventional 
garage door 20 stands out as a monolithic blank space that detracts from the 
appearance of the house. 

[28J Referring now to Figs. 4-7, the overhead garage door 10 includes a door 22, four 
arrays 24 of light-transmitting panels 26, guide rollers 28, and guide tracks 30. The 
door 22 includes sections 32 arranged in a stack, and hinges 34 pivotally connecting 
adjacent sections 32, Guide rollers 28 are connected to edge portions of the sections 
32 and are retained in a guide track 30 attached to the garage. The track has a vertical 
section and a horizontal section and extends at a right angle fiom a vertical position to 
a horizontal position. The guide rollers 28 are each received in a channel 31 in one of 
the guide tracks 30. The garage door 12 opens and closes by rolling on the guide 
rollers along the guide tracks 30 from a vertical closed position to an overhead 
horizontal open position, and vice versa, as is known in the art. To illustrate. Fig. 3 
shows garage door 10 in a position intermediate between the opened and closed 
position. Although embodied herein as a sectioned garage door, the present invention 
works as well with unitary, slab*type overhead garage doors as are known in the art, 
or with other types of overhead garage doors. 
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[29] The an-ays 24 of light-transmitting panels 26 shown in Figs, 1 and 3-5 each include 
five rows by three columns, which generally match the appearance of regular French 
doors. The arrays 24 are spaced from one another along the door 22 to give the 
appearance of four separate passage doors. To enhance the appearance of separate 
doors, the overhead garage door 10 further includes door handles 36. Each airay 24 
in combination with a corresponding handle 36 generally fonns a facade element 12 
to simulate a li^t-transmitting door. Although the door handles 36 do not function to 
open the simulated doors 24, they may act as functional latches for opening the garage 
door 10 or as handles for lifting the garage door 10. To further simulate the 
appearance of French doors, each one of the light-transmitting panels 26 appear to be 
glazed in a section 32 as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, which is similar to the manner in 
which glass is often glazed in window frames. Accordingly, beveled moldings 38 are 
provided in the sections 32 for retaining the li^t-transmitting panels 26. The panels 
26 retained therein are able to transmit light from the outside environment into the 
interior of the garage 14. 

[30] The light-transmittmg panels 26 preferably are translucent panels, which provide the 
benefit of transmitting Ught between the outside environment and the interior of the 
garage 14 without allowing persons outside of flie garage 14 to clearly see into the 
garage. Thus, the present iiivention allows in a greater amount of natural ligjit into 
the garage 14 compared with a conventional .garage door. According to other 
embodiments, the light-transmitting panels 26 may include transparent panels, 
reflective panels, tinted panels, one-way mirrored panels, and the Iflce to provide a 
desired level of privacy wifliout sacrificing light Further, the door arrays 24 may 
include a mix of different panel ^es, and may include opaque panels. Thus, the 
quantity of light transmitted into and out of the garage 14 can be custom tailored 
according to the light transmissibility of each one of the panels 26. 

[31] The panels 26 are preferably made of material which can be customized in appearance 
and strong enough to be a barrier in an environment that is prone to weather exposure, 
shop conditions, or other adverse environments. One example of such a material is 
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polycarbonate aciylic sheets, which are lightweight and provide high impact 
resistance. These sheets can be made to have various light transmission properties, 
which can range fiom transparent to opaque. Polycaitonate acrylic sheets can also be 
made in a variety of colors and tints. The present mvention forfter contemplates 
panels 26 made fi'om a wide variety of plastics, glass, or other light-transmitting 
materials. 

[32] To enhance the effect of tlie fa9ade elements 12 in simulating French doors, the door 
22 also includes three veitical grooves 40. Each groove 40 is placed between a pair of 
panel airays 24 to simulate the jambs of a set of adjacent doors. The grooves 40 
additionally emphasize the appearance of simulated doors by drawing the eye away 
from the hoiizontal lines 42 created by the junction of adjacent sections 32. The 
grooves 40 are accentuated in comparison with the horizontal lines 42 by being much 
wider and deeper than flie horizontal lines. Painting the grooves a dark color further 
increases their visual effect. 

133) The garage door 10 of the present invention can be created from a kit 1 1 for making 
an overhead garage door that simulates a set of light-transmitting doors. Referring 
specifically to Figs, 4 and 5, the kit 1 1 generally includes a number of sections 32 and 
a number of hinges 34 for connecting the sections 32. A row of light-transmitting 
panels 26 are mounted on each section 32, and the panels of each row are ananged in 
groups 44 of fliree panels spaced apart from adjacent groups. The garage door 10 is 
created by arranging the sections 32 into a stack to form the door 22, and connecting 
adjacent sections 32 to each other with hinges 34. The kit 11 also inctades guide 
rollers 28 and guide tracks 30 for mounting flie assembled door to a garage, and door 
handles 36 for mounting on one of sections 32. 

[341 A garage door 1 10 according to anoiher embodiment of the present invention can be 
created from a retrofit kit lU for modifying the appearance of an existing overhead 
garage door to simulate a set of light-transmitting doore. Refraing to Fig. 14, the 
retrofit kit 111 generally includes decorative panels 126 and door handles 136. The 
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decorative panels 126 are mounted to a conventional garage door 120 (such as the 
conventional garage door 20 shown in Fig. 2) in a set of aixays 124 to give it the 
appearance of a set of French doors. In order to allow light to ti-ansmit through the 
panels 126, holes (not shown) may be cut into the garage door 120 prior to mounting 
the panels. The panels may be mounted over or within the holes (not shown) 
according to known methods. The panels may include beveled edges 127 to simulate 
the frame elements of a French door. The handles 136 are each mounted next to an 
array 124 to further simulate light-b^smitting doors. An optional vertical stiipe 140 
may be painted onto the garage door 120 to simulate the jambs of adjacent simulated 
French doors. 

(35) The present invention is flexible in that it allows for variety in the design of facades 
and in the types of light-transmitting doors simulated. For example, a further 
embodiment of an overhead garage door in accordance with the present invention is 
shown in Fig. 8. In this embodiment, diere are five arrays 224 of light-transmitting 
panels 226 simulating a set of four light-transmitting doors centered about a window 
array 225. The arrays 224 are arranged into two by five an:aj^ having two columns 
and five rows. The garage door 210 further includes borders 250 simulating the 
jambs and top edges of each simulated door and the window. The borders 250 are 
preferably formed by grooves in the garage door, but may also be formed from 
painted stripes, adhesive stiips, and other methods for marking a border. Except for 
preferences and aspects related to number, arrangement and size of arrays 224, or to 
the simulated borders 250, all other preferences and aspects are generally the same as 
for flie previous embodiments. 

[36] The preset invention also provides flexibility in the size and type of panels used for 
the simulated ligiht-transmitting doors. For example, an additional embodiment of an 
overhead garage door 3 10 in accordance with the present invention is shown in Fig. 9. 
This embodiment differs from the embodiment shown in Fig. 8 in that each panel in 
the top row of panels 326 include an ornate arching curvature 352 along its top edge. 
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As illustrated in the top row 352, the panels 326 need not be rectangular or uniform in 
size and shape, and may include any number of decorative variations. 

137) Referring now to Figs. 10-13, yet another embodiment of an overhead garage door 
410 in accordance with the present invention is shown. This embodiment 
demonstrates further flexibility in design according to the present invention, 
particularly for garage door design as well as for panel design and array layout. The 
garage door 410 according to this embodiment generally includes a door 422 and 
three arrays 424 of light-transmitting panels 426 simulating a set of three Ught- 
transmitting doors. The door 422 includes three sections 432 arranged in a vertical 
stack, and hinges 434 pivotally connecting adjacent ones of sections 432. The 
sections 432 in Ms embodiment are of different sizes, with the top section being 
widei* than the middle section and bottom sections, and the middle section being wider 
than the bottom section. The arrays 424 aie arranged into two by five arrays having 
two columns and five rows, 

[3S] The gamge door 410 represented by this embodiment demonstrates a number of 
design differences fiom other embodiments. For example, the panels 426 located in 
the top row 425 of each array are taller than the panels located in lower rows. In 
addition, each panel in the top row 425 has an arcuate top edge 427. Although the 
panels 426 are arranged into five rows, the panels are spaced over only three sections 
432. Accordingly, the top two rows in each array are located on the top section, the 
middle two rows in each array are located on the middle section, and the lower row of 
each array is located on the lower section. As such, the simiilated windows in each of 
. the simulated doors appear to be upwardly offset fix)m the bottom of the 
corresponding simulated door. The garage door 210 further includes borders 250 
simulating the edges and tops of each shnulated door, and round doorlmobs 436 to 
enhance the appearance of doors. 

[39] While flie present invention has been illustrated and described by use of the 
appearance of French doors as shown in Figs. 1, 3-5, 8-11 and 14, the invention could 
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embody other decorative elements that match style elements of the house fa9ade. For 
example, the translucent panels could be configured to simulate the look of custom 
windows or other fa9ade elements of the building. The use of a decorative facade for 
a garage door in combination with light-transmitting panels to provide natural light 
into the garage is not limited to the specific illustrated embodiments. 
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CLAIMS 
I/We claim: 

1 . An overhead garage door adapted to be suspended horizontally when open and 
incorporating decorative elements of a house fa9ade, the door comprising: 

a first an ay of light-transmitting fu:st panels on the door having a plui-ality of rows 
and a plurality of columns; and 

a second airay of light-transmitting second panels on tiie door having a plurality of 
rows and a plurality of columns. 

2. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the door fuilher comprises a 
plurahty of sections arranged in a stack. 

3. The overhead garage door of claim 2, wherein each one of the sections are 
pivotally connected to adjacent sections. 

4. The overhead garage door of claim 1. wherein each one of the light- 
transmitting panels is embedded in the door. 

5. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the Ught-transmitting panels 
comprise translucent panels. 

6. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the light-transmitting panels 
comprise transparent panels. 

7. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the light-transmitting panels 
comprise a one-way reflective surface reflecting light incident to one side of the surface and 
transmitting light incident to an opposing side of the surfece. 
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8. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the light-transmitting panels 
comprise polycarbonate plastic. 

9. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the door further comprises 
moldings aromid each one of the light-transmitting panels retaining the panels in the arrays, 

10. The oveAead garage door of claim 1, wherein the first and the second arrays 
are arranged to look like French doors. 

1 1 . The overhead garage door of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a third array of light-transmitting third panels on the xloor having a plurality of rows 
and a plurality of columns; and 

a fourth anay of light-transmitting fourth panels on the door having a plurality of 
rows and a plurality of columns. 

12. The overhead garage door of claim 11, further comprising: 

a plurality of vertical grooves in the door, each one of flie vertical grooves adjacent to 
one of the arrays of light-transmitting panels and simulating a jamb of a light-transmitdng 
door. 

13. The overhead garage door of claim 1 , fiirdier comprising: 

a first door handle mounted to the door proximate to the first anay; and 
a second door handle mounted to the door proximate to the second array. 

14. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the door has a first edge and an 
opposing second edge, the overhead garage door fiirftier comprising: 

a plurality of guide rollers, each one of the rollers attached to one of the edges; 

a first guide track receiving the ones of the guide rollers attached to the first edge; and 

a second guide track receiving the ones of the guide rollers attached to the second 

edge. 
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15. The overhead garage door of claim 1, wherein the door comprises a unitary 
slab adapted to pivot between its closed substantially vertical position and its open 
substantially horizontal position. 

16. A kit for maldng a overhead garage door having the appeaiance of a set of 
light-transmitting doors, the kit comprising: 

a plurality of sections, at least some of the sections havmg a plurality of light- 
transmitting panels mounted thereon airanged in at least two groups simulating a row of 
windows in at least a pair of simulated light-transmitting doors; and 

a plurality of hinges for connecting the sections in a stack to form a substantially door. 

17. The Idt of claim 16, wherein each section has a first end and an opposing 
second end, the kit further comprising a plurahty of guide rollers, some of the guide rollers 
for attaching to the first end of some of the sections, and some of the guide rollers for 
attaching to the second end of some of the sections. 

18. The kit of claim 17, further comprising a first guide track for receiving the 
guide rollers attached to the first ends of some of the sections and a second guide track for 
receiving the guide rollers attached to the second ends of some of the sections. 

19. The kit of claim 16, wherein the light-transmitting panels comprise translucent 

panels. 

20. The kit of claim 16, wherein the light-transmitting panels comprise transparent 

panels. 

21. The kit of claim 16, wherein the light-transmitting panels comprise panels 
made of polycarbonate plastic. 
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22. The kit of claim 16, wherein the light-transmitting panels comprise a one-way 
reflective surface reflecting Kght incident to one side of tlie surface and transmitting hght 
incident to an opposing side of the suiface. 

23. The kit of claim 1 6, wherein the light-transmitting panels on the at least some 
sections are arranged into four groups for simulating rows of windows of four simulated 
light-ti-ansmitting doors on the overhead garage door in an assembled condition. 

24. The kit of claim 16, further comprising a door handle for mountiiig to one of 
the sections adjacent to one of the groups of panels. 

25. A i^trofit kit for modifying the appearance of an overhead garage door to 
appear as a set of simulated light-transmitting doors, the overhead garage door having an 
outer surface, die kit comprising: 

a plurality of decorative panels for mounting on the outer surface of the overhead 
garage door in a plurality of arrays to simulate the windows on a plurality of light- 
transmitting doora, each one of the arrays having a plurality of rows and a plurality of 
columns; and 

a plurality of door handles for mounting on the outer surface of the overhead garage 
door, each door handle for mounting proximate to one of the arrays of simulated windows. 

26. Hie kit of claim 25, wherein the panels comprise translucent panels. 

27. The kit of claim 25, wherein the panels comprise transparent panels. 

28. The kit of claim 25, wh^ein the panels comprise a one-way reflective surfece 
reflecting light incident to one side of the surface and transmitting light incident to an 
opposing side of the surface. 

29. The kit of claim 25, wherein the panels comprise panels made of 
polycarbonate plastic. 
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30. An overhead garage door having the appearance of a set of light-transmitting 
doors, the door having an outer sxirface, the door being formed from a plumhty of sections, 
each section having a substantially flat outside surface, the sections being airanged in a stack 
in a closed door position wherein the outside sxirfaces together form the outer surface, each 
one of the sections being pivotally coimected to an adjacent section, each one of the sections 
having at least one vertical groove formed in its respective outside surface simulating the 
jamb of at least one simulated light-transmitting door, each one of the sections having a first 
edge siuface and an opposing second edge suiface, the door comprising; 

a first array of first light-transmitting panels connected to the outer surface and 
arranged to simulate a first light-transmitting door, the first array having a plurality of rows 
and a plurality of columns, each one of decorative panels being made of translucent 
polycarbonate plastic; and 

a second array of second light-transmitting panels connected to the outer surface and 
arranged to simulate a second light-transmitting door, the second array having a plurality of 
rows and a plurality of columns, each one of light-transmitting panels being made of 
translucent polycarbonate plastic; 

a first door handle mounted to the outer surface proximate to the first simulated light- 
transmitting door, 

a second door handle mounted to the outer sur&ce proximate to tiie second simulated 
light-transmitting door; and 

a plurality of guide rollers, each one of the rollers attached to one of (be edge surfaces. 

31. An overhead garage door comprising: 

an exterior feyade comprising decorative elements corresponding to elements on the 
fa9ade of an associated building; and 

an array of at least two rows by two columns of translucent divided lights 
incorporated into said door to allow natural light through said door. 

32. The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , wherein said decorative elements 
include moldings surrounding said divided lights. 
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3 3 . The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , fuilher comprising a second array of at 
least two rows by two columns of translucent divided lights, and wherein said arrays are 
arranged so as to simulate a set of French doors. 

34. The overhead garage door of claim 33, wherein said decorative elements 
include moldings and grooves that simulate the jamb of a set of French doors. 

35. The overhead garage door of claim 33, furdier comprising a third and fourth 
array of at least two rows by two columns of translucent divided lights, and wherein said 
amiys are arranged so as to simulate two sets of French doors. 

36. The overhead garage door of claim 35, wherein said decorative elements 
include moldings and grooves that simulate the jambs and frames of two sets of French doors. 

37. The overhead garage door of claim 33, wherein said decorative elements 
include handles for the simulated set of French doors. 

38. The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , wherein said door comprises sections 

hingqdly connected together and comprising rollers on said sections adapted to roll in tracks 

✓ 

on the garage such that said sections pivot with respect to one another to enable said door to 
move between its planar, verticfid closed position, and its planar, horizontal open position. 

39. The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , wherein said door comprises an 
integral slab member adapted to move in a swinging motion between its vertical closed 
position and its horizontal open position. 

40. The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , wherein said translucent Ughts allow 
transmission of light but provide privacy in one direction. 
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4 1 . The overhead garage door of claim 3 1 , wherein said translucent lights are 
made of polycarbonate plastic. 
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